MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CRESSKILL PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday, June 15, 2026
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Beryl Skog on Monday, June 15, 2026.  The meeting was properly noticed according to the Open Public Meeting Act.  

THOSE ATTENDING 

Present:  Trustee members Mrs. Beryl Skog (1), Mr. Andrew Bolson (3), Mrs. Elizabeth Cleary, Mr. Les Kaplan (1), Mrs. Julie Kim (1), Ms. Jessica Parsons (1) and Mr. Saverio Costa (1)    
Also present:  Mrs. Laura Chumas, Library Director        
Absent:  Trustee member Mrs. Bobbi Bauer (3)
MINUTES     
The minutes of the regular meeting on May 18, 2026, were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mrs. Cleary and seconded by Mrs. Kim to approve the minutes as submitted.  
Roll Call:  Yes – Trustee members Skog, Bolson, Cleary, Kaplan, Kim, Parsons, Costa    
                  No – None 


      Absent – Trustee member Bauer    

      Abstain – None
Motion adopted.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Board reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and the Expense Spreadsheet presented by Mrs. Chumas for the month of June.  The 33 bills totaling $62,758.95 were reviewed.  Mrs. Chumas informed the Board that we continue to do fine with the budget.  
A motion was made by Mr. Kaplan and seconded by Ms. Parsons to file the Treasurer’s Reports for audit, pay the bills on the bill lists, and sign in blank payroll checks.  
Roll Call:  Yes – Trustee members Skog, Bolson, Cleary, Kaplan, Kim, Parsons, Costa    


      No – None  


      Absent – Trustee members Bauer   

      Abstain – None  

Motion adopted.  

OLD BUSINESS   
Landscaping Project    

Mrs. Chumas met with H2M Architects and Engineers from Parsippany to review Mike Hartnett’s landscape designs and the new access to the back of the building and access to the attic.  Like LAN Associates this firm also has architectural, engineering and landscape divisions so they can prepare the entire project.  Their proposal for the project was about $49,000 versus the $85,860 proposal from LAN Associates.  Since 
Mrs. Chumas just received H2M’s proposal, she still needs to compare the two proposals.  She will do this before the July meeting.  
HVAC System   

After signing the annual HVAC maintenance contract with JMC Service, the filters were changed.  Since they had not been changed since the move, they were black.  The library is now on a quarterly maintenance schedule.  JMC has also applied for a permit to install a new hot water heater.  The program room is still warm since it is not getting enough air, and on the hot days the temperature was around 75 degrees.  

Resolution 2026-01 – Bylaws  

Resolution 2026-01 – Resolution to Amend the Bylaws so that members can vote remotely by electronic communication was once again tabled until the next meeting since everyone on the Board needs to be present to vote.  

Employment Opportunity  

Mrs. Chumas reported that, overall, the Avidd intern from Cresskill High School is doing a great job.  
Resolution 2026-07 -- Policies & Procedure Manual   

Mrs. Chumas reviewed the Policies & Procedures Manual once again and would like to make a few more corrections before the Resolution is signed.  She asked the Board members to review the Manual before the July meeting.   

Board Member Eligibility   

Mrs. Chumas will follow up on her email to the State Librarian to find out whether a Tenafly resident can join the Cresskill Library Board.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT     
Mrs. Chumas presented her Library Director’s Report for the month of June to the Board.  Some of the issues in her report were previously discussed during the meeting.  
Library Attendance and Circulation   

Mrs. Chumas said the attendance and circulation numbers were up in May.  
Facilities  

The Farmer’s Market started on Thursday, June 4, and the vendors’ tables are set up in half of the parking lot.  Only one person complained about the lack of parking for the library.  

Mrs. Chumas submitted the paperwork to switch the phone service from Optimum to VOIP.  

The outdoor sign was reinstalled, but the laptop that programs the sign crashed.  

Mrs. Chumas will order a new laptop.    
Personnel  

Mrs. Chumas informed the Board that she was unable to include training as part of the recent staff meeting due to the scheduled story time program.  The staff will take these training courses on their own.  
Audit   

Mrs. Chumas informed the Board that an auditor from Lerch, Vinci & Bliss has begun the auditing process.  A payroll question was sent to Cathy Glynn, Payroll Clerk, at the Borough Hall.  
Children and Adult Programs   

Reports were prepared by Ms. Marianne Ayers, Youth Services Librarian, on youth programs, Mr. Stephen Mignanelli, Adult Services Librarian, on adult programs, and Mrs. Kiwon Kim, Korean Librarian, on the Korean Book Club.  Their full reports can be found in the Library Director’s Report.   
ESL Program   

Ms. Karen Neus was nominated by Mrs. Chumas for ESL Tutor of the Year for her outstanding dedication to her students and the Cresskill community since 2021.  She was selected as one of five ESL Tutors of the Year by Literacy Volunteers of Pascack Valley, the organization we partner with for ESL training and programs.  Mrs. Chumas is looking forward to getting more tutors for the ESL program.  

Patron Concern  

Mrs. Chumas informed the Board about a patron email sent to her and Mr. Stephen Mignanelli to express concern regarding the Racial Justice Bookshelf display, which only included one small volume by Elie Wiesel to represent the Jewish American heritage.    Since May was Jewish American Heritage Month, the patron felt there should have been more representation and suggested four books that connect Jewish American history to the civil rights movement and racial justice themes that could be added.  The patron was also concerned with the prominent placement of the book One Day Everyone Will Have Always Been Against This by Omar El Akkad – a book the patron characterized as taking a strongly politicized stance on the Israel-Gaza conflict – near the display.   
Mrs. Chumas responded to the patron, validified the patron’s concern and agreed that Jewish American Heritage Month deserved meaningful recognition.  She clarified that the El Akkad book was a recently acquired non-fiction book and not part of the Racial Justice Book Display but acknowledged that it should not have been placed so close to the display.  She also suggested working with the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging (DEIB) Group of Cresskill to develop a dedicated Jewish American Heritage Month program for May 2027, and the patron’s letter would help with that planning.  
NEW BUSINESS  
There was no new business.  
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY    

The weather held up for the Craft Fair and Art Show held on June 6, but Mrs. Chumas felt the vendors had hoped for more foot traffic.  A town-wide garage sale will be held on October 3, and a lot of patrons are asking about holding a book sale.  The Friends will be paying for “A Summer Reading Star Lives Here” lawn signs that will be loaned to those readers that meet their goals during the Summer Reading Program.  They also purchased a Kindle to give away.   

LIAISON TO THE SUPERINTENDENT  

Ms. Parsons will send the summer reading list for kindergarten through grade five to the library.  Mrs. Skog would like to show student artwork at the library as had been done previously.  Mrs. Chumas noted that there can only be 40 people in the Program Room at one time, so Mrs. Skog suggested we show different age levels at different times.  The artwork could be left up for a few weeks.  Ms. Parsons will talk to the art teacher at the grammar school.  Mrs. Chumas is already in contact with the Cresskill High School art teacher about doing a mural on the library walls.  
NEXT MEETING        
The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held at 7:00 PM on Monday, 
July 20, 2026.    
ADJOURNMENT    
A motion was made by Mr. Bolson and seconded by Mr. Kaplan to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM.  
All in favor.
None opposed.

Motion adopted.     






Respectfully submitted, 






Barbara F. Schuierer







Recording Secretary   
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