MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CRESSKILL PUBLIC LIBRARY
Tuesday, February 17, 2026
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order at 7:00 PM by Treasurer Elizabeth Cleary on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, one day later due to the Presidents’ Day holiday.  The meeting was properly noticed according to the Open Public Meeting Act.  

THOSE ATTENDING 

Present:  Trustee members Mrs. Elizabeth Cleary, Mrs. Julie Kim, Mrs. Bobbi Bauer (1), Mr. Les Kaplan and Ms. Cheryl Furio, Liaison to the Mayor     
Also present:  Mrs. Laura Chumas, Library Director        
Absent:  Trustee members Mrs. Beryl Skog (1), Mr. Andrew Bolson (2) and Ms. Jessica Parsons (1)  
ANNUAL REORGANIZATION  

Resolution 2026-03 – Slate of Officers  
At the last meeting the Board decided not to fill the position of Vice President; however, prior to this meeting Mr. Bolson was approached to take that position rather than Secretary and he accepted.  The Board nominated Mr. Kaplan as Secretary, and he accepted.  Mrs. Skog and Mrs. Cleary accepted their nominations at the last meeting.  

The Board of Trustees for 2026 are as follows:  



Beryl Skog……….President  



Andrew Bolson…..Vice President  



Elizabeth Cleary….Treasurer  



Les Kaplan……….Secretary  

A motion was made by Mrs. Kim and seconded by Mrs. Bauer to accept the slate of officers.  
Roll Call:  Yes – Trustee members Cleary, Kim, Bauer, Kaplan and Furio  


       No – None   


       Absent – Trustee members Skog, Bolson and Parsons   


       Abstain – None   

Motion adopted.  

MINUTES     
The minutes of the regular meeting on January 16, 2026, were reviewed, and Mrs. Cleary noted that under Those Attending the number of absences for trustees should have been reset for the start of a new year.  A motion was made by Mr. Kaplan and seconded by 
Mrs. Kim to approve the minutes as corrected.  
Roll Call:  Yes – Trustee members Cleary, Kim, Bauer, Kaplan and Furio   
                  No – None 


      Absent – Trustee members Skog, Bolson and Parsons     

      Abstain – None
Motion adopted.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Board reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and the Expense Spreadsheet presented by Mrs. Chumas for the month of February.  The 35 bills for February totaling $64,699.04 were reviewed.  Check no. 3966 payable to Rockland Electric in the amount of $4,587.84 was for two months of service.  Check no. 3952 payable to Krueger International in the amount of $17,418.35 was for new furniture.   
A motion was made by Mrs. Kim and seconded by Mr. Kaplan to file the Treasurer’s Reports for audit, pay the bills on the bill lists, and sign in blank payroll checks.  
Roll Call:  Yes – Trustee members Cleary, Kim, Bauer, Kaplan and Furio   


      No – None  


      Absent – Trustee members Skog, Bolson and Parsons    

      Abstain – None  

Motion adopted.  

At the last meeting Mr. Kaplan questioned why two part-time employees were eligible for a pension.  Mrs. Chumas checked with the Borough and found that to be eligible for a pension a part-time employee needs a minimum of 32 hours per week or if working fewer than 32 hours per week, a base salary of at least $5,000 annually.    
OLD BUSINESS   
Landscaping Project    

Mrs. Chumas has contacted three architectural firms about the landscaping project and to do the specifications for a new back door and attic access, and if necessary, prepare the bid package for public bidding.  Arcari & Iovino may be interested but said they would need an engineer to “beef up” the landscape design since it is not suitable for public bid.  She reached out to Mr. Paul Azzolina, Borough Engineer, to see if he could help.  
Mrs. Chumas has a meeting scheduled with Lan Architects, who has a landscape division in their organization.  She informed the Board that Poskanzer Skott Architects are no longer in business due to retirement.  She checked with Ms. Francesca Maragliano, Borough Clerk, who said that no formal bid process is required if the project cost is under $53,000.  The architect would need to complete a Business Equity Disclosure Certification and a Business Registration Certificate (BRC).   Mr. Kaplan suggested consulting the Garden Club on the plantings, and Mrs. Bauer thought it would be informative to label the flowers and plants.   
HVAC System   

The HVAC system is working very well now, and Mrs. Chumas has asked the remediation company for a price for a service contract.  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT     
Mrs. Chumas presented her Library Director’s Report for the month of February to the Board.  Some of the issues in her report were previously discussed during the meeting.  
Library Attendance and Circulation   

Mrs. Chumas said the attendance and circulation numbers increased over last month.  
Children and Adult Programs   

Reports were prepared by Ms. Marianne Ayers, Youth Services Librarian, on youth programs, Mr. Stephen Mignanelli, Adult Services Librarian, on adult programs, and Mrs. Kiwon Kim, Korean Librarian, on the Korean Book Club.  Their full reports can be found in the Library Director’s Report.   Ms. Ayers reported that 15 children attended the first Keshet Hebrew storytime.  Cresskill resident, Ms. Tanya Kaufman, read a story in Hebrew and then did a craft with the kids.  Another storytime with her will be held in March.  Mrs. Kim scheduled a Lunar New Year program, and it is already full.  
NJ Library Association Conference  

Mrs. Chumas will be attending the New Jersey Library Association Conference in Atlantic City on Thursday, February 19 and will return on Friday.  She will be attending the following presentations:  Libraries and the Law, Two Libraries/One Goal and AI in the Library.  
NEW BUSINESS  
Employment Opportunity
Mrs. Chumas informed the Board that she had been contacted by a representative from Avidd Community Services about providing a Cresskill High School student on the autism spectrum with the opportunity to work at the Library 10 hours a week.  The goal of the program is to promote independence for students with special needs, and Avidd would pay the student and provide the insurance.  Mrs. Chumas spoke to the staff, and they came up with a few jobs that the student could do.  She feels there are not a lot of opportunities for these students to find a job, and she would like to set up an interview as the next step forward.  The Board agreed.    
Newsletters  

Mrs. Chumas felt Mayor Morgan’s weekly newsletter, which the Library contributes to, is too often; however, Ms. Furio felt it enables residents to get all the information on the town in one place.  Mrs. Chumas noted that when the Library sent weekly newsletters, people were not opening them, so it is now sent out bi-monthly.  

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY    

The Friends of the Library’s next event will be held during the summer with a craft fair in tents outside and an art show inside the building.  Six vendors have already signed up, and the art show is open to artists of all ages.  
NEXT MEETING        
The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, 
March 16, 2026.    
ADJOURNMENT    
A motion was made by Mrs. Kim and seconded by Mr. Kaplan to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.  
All in favor.
None opposed.

Motion adopted.     






Respectfully submitted, 






Barbara F. Schuierer







Recording Secretary   
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